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tis December already, what a year! Person-
ally, itis yown by & self-publishing and pro-
moting my book The Guide to Dan Brownis
The Solomon Key (and then signing up for
a Oreali publishing deal), launching Sub Rosa,
continuing the daily updates to our news site
0The Daily Grail6é (www.dailygrail.com) and also
adding new web resources such as our wiki
0The Red Pilld (redpill.dailygrail.com) and our
fraw feedi alternative to the Grail, 0The Un-
derground Stream of Consciousnesso (stream.
dailygrail.com). All this while having two small
children to love and care for!

Why so busy? Simply put, because research-
ing and publishing on these subjects is what | live
for. The various resources wefve created, which |
mentioned above, allow us now to focus on pre-
senting alternative topics in a number of formats,
from daily news briefs, beautiful magazine pres-
entations and published books, to user-submit-
ted and managed news and information via (the
Streami and iThe Red Pilld.

On the downside to such immersion in the
peld, is the problem of earning a living and sup-
porting my family. | am not a commercially minded
person, and hate the idea of iselling outi. Howev-
er, hopefully we are setting up a structure which
allows us to continue working on these topics.
On 0The Daily Grail6, we now have Google Ads,
which are (usually!) topical advertisements based
on the keywords found on the website. From
what weive seen so far, many readers pnd these
a helpful addition, with solid click-through rates
on a regular basis. Here in Sub Rosa, we have a
growing number of advertisers who d once again
0 provide topical ads which Iim sure many read-
ers are very interested in. The support of these
advertisers is what allows us to keep churning out
issues, so please support them in return if you
pnd their ad interesting!

Beyond that, we also now accept donations to
help support the magazine, with a view to eventu-
ally getting it into print. If youire not in a pnancial
position to offer a donation, why not help out in
some other way & for example, passing on the
web link to your friends or online communities,

or even printing out a few yyers and distributing
them? The great resource we have is our com-
munity d if everyone did just a little bit, the results
would be massive. In order to ascertain whether
going to print would be a worthwhile option,
please visit the Daily Grail (www.dailygrail.com)
and vote in the poll we have there.

Also, from Issue 4 we will have a (lettersi sec-
tion (more correctly, email), so if you have any
feedback or comments to make, please email us
via subrosa@dailygrail.com. We also welcome
any submissions of book, music or DVD reviews
0 we canit pay, but we will certainly credit you.

Enough with the small talk 8 weive got an-
other huge issue packed full of content waiting for
you, so dive right in (after you go vote in the poll
of coursel!) . ..

Editor: Greg Taylor
Art Director: Mark James Foster
Illustrator: Adam Scott Miller
Columnist: Michael Grosso
Columnist: lan Lawton
News Editor: Rick Gned
Writer: Mark Oxbrow
Writer: Philip Gardiner
Ad Sales: Rich Shelton
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Credits:

We use public domain images and artistic
tools, or gain necessary permissions where
appropriate. If you have a query regarding
our artistic content, please do not hesitate to
contact us. Our thanks go to the following:

Alex Grey

Luke Brown

Mark Oxbrow

Jon Bodsworth (www.egyptarchive.co.uk)
Cover image courtesy of Alex Grey

To submit content or feedback, please email
us at subrosa@dailygrail.com
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usan Clancy, a postdoctoral fellow in
psychology at Harvard University, has at-
tempted to disprove alien abductions as
nothing but hallucinations and products of sleep
paralysis in a new book, Abducted: How People
Come To Believe They Were Kidnapped By Aliens.

Clancy believes alien abductees develop
false memories of traumatic events. 0As far as
science knows, nobody is being abducted by
aliens,0 she stressed. 0One of the most bitter
and volatile debates ever to occur in psychology
concerns the reality of repressed and recovered
memories of traumatic events.0

Clancy arrived at Harvard in 1996, and
started her research on false memories by
studying victims of sexual abuse. Her work was
controversial, and she was accused of trying to
discredit victims and help the offenders.

It was about this time that the Harvard
Medical School began investigating the research
methods of Pulitzer Prize-winning psychiatrist
John Mack, who studied the alien abduction phe-
nomenon extensively. Along with her advisor,
Harvard psychologist Richard McNally, Clancy
decided to disprove the methods of Mack, and
demonstrate that alien abduction stories were
bgments of the imagination.

Placing an ad in the local paper asking for alien
abductees, Clancy received hundreds of enquir-
ies, the majority from journalists wondering what
the story was. She selected 50 potential abduct-
ees. Clancy says that the people who recovered
memories of alien abductions were seldom psy-
chologically impaired. 0Theyire normal, very nice
people with no overt psychopathology.o

Clancy thinks many abductees developed
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their beliefs of alien abduction because of
sleep paralysis, a harmless but nonetheless
frightening desynchronization of sleep cycles.
oYou wake up from REM sleep but you still feel
the paralysis that normally accompanies REM
sleep,0 said Clancy.

She also writes that alien abductions are imag-
ined by fantasy-prone day-dreamers. 0Thereis this
widely shared cultural script that helps explain
these frightening sleep paralysis experiences,6 she
said. ol think these recovered memories are actu-
ally distorted memories of things they had read
about or seen . . . [ they] began only after they
were featured on TV and in the movies. Abduc-
tion accounts did not exist prior to 1962.6

Will Bueche is an abductee who worked
with Harvard psychiatrist Dr John Mack, who
became convinced of a frealityd underlying the
abduction experience. Bueche says Clancyis
theories cannot fully explain what heis experi-
enced. ol think her book comes close to the
truth in many ways, but it isnit able to see the
potential out there for another breakthrough in
how we see reality,0 he said.

David Jacobs, an associate professor of his-
tory at Temple University, who teaches a class
called UFOs and American Society, thinks
Clancyis work is a typical debunking book.

0This is junk social science, and there is a
certain condescending quality to it,6 he said. oAl
debunkers make one or more of the following
mistakes: They ignore the data, they distort the
data or they donit know the data.

After receiving hate-mail and an an-
gry backlash from believers, Susan Clancy
says she is pnished with studying the alien
abduction phenomenon.

0All you can do is argue that theyire im-
probable and that the evidence adduced by the
believer is insufpcient to justify the belief,d she
wrote. oUItimately, then, the existence of ETs is
a matter of opinion, and the believers have their
own opinions, based on prsthand experience.6
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lant symbols have been
found carved in the New
Mexico landscape. Resem-
bling the patterns etched into the
Nazca plains of Peru, they have
had some speculating about crop
circles of extraterrestrial origin.

The truth is a lot stranger.
The landscape symbols make up
the logo of the Church of Scien-
tology, and are aerial signposts
marking an underground com-
plex, including a vault built into
a mountainside protecting the
works of the Churchis founder,
the late science-pction author L.
Ron Hubbard.

The Church has acknowledged
that an underground archive of
Hubbardis works exists, which
includes stainless steel tablets
engraved with Hubbardis writ-
ing, encased in heat-resistant ti-
tanium capsules and playable on

a solar-powered turntable. It was
constructed in the late 1980s at a
cost of US$2.5million.

According to former Church
of Scientology members, the logo
is a signpost for Church members
traveling from the future and oth-
er parts of the universe.

Bruce Hines is a former mem-
ber of the Church of Scientology,
and says the report sounds cor-
rect: 0The fact that they would
etch this into the desert to be
seen from space, it pts into the
whole ideology.0

Chuck Beatty, another former
member, says there are two other
underground vaults in California,
designed to withstand nuclear
war and remain intact for future
generations, and reincarnated
current members, to rediscover.

(Source: washingtonpost.com)
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radar antenna aboard
Europels Mars Express
spacecraft has probed
two kilometers below the sur-
face of Mars and found the best
evidence so far of liquid water
deep underground.

Scientists believe an impact
crater lies between 1.5 and 2.5
kilometres below the surface of
the Chryse Planitia area of Mars,
buried beneath volcanic ash or
soil several billion years ago. The
craterts location is in a basin where
ancient rivers once yowed. olf the
water could be captured in a ba-

sin and preserved for several bil-
lion years, it may still be thereg
says MARSIS co-leader Jeff Plaut of
NASAGK Jet Propulsion Laboratory
in Pasadena, California, US.

The signal reyected from the
bottom of the crater is so strong
and appears so yat that it may
be liquid water. 0If you put water
there, thatis what the signal might
look like6 says William T K John-
son, MARSIS manager at NASAis
Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Pa-
sadena, California, US.

(Source: news.bbc.co.uk)
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Studies of Antarctic ice
cores have revealed that
levels of carbon dioxide in
the Earthis atmosphere are
now 27 percent higher than
theyive been at any point in
the past 650,000 years.

Light-sensitive bacteria has
been developed as a unique
kind of photographic pim.
Taking 4 hours to form a
picture in red light only, it
has extremely high resolu-
tion 6 100 megapixels per
square inch!

An African-British man re-
fused to give a blood sample
after police pulled him over
for erratic driving, claim-
ing that as a witch-doctor,
it would turn him into a
zombie. He was cleared of
drink-driving, but lost his
license for 18-months for
refusing to give a sample.

An Australian hunteris
claim of shooting dead a
panther in the Gippsland
bush has been dismissed
after DNA tests revealed
the animal is an ordinary
feral domestic cat.

Seven stones sacred to the
Native Americans of New
Mexico are to be relocat-
ed due to the construc-
tion of a new road. Deco-
rated with petroglyphs,
itis believed the stones
will lose their signipcance
and connection to the sa-
cred Earth, despite the at-
tention and care given to
their relocation.



EualahiE

Joiinobubiibibuioooy

Bosnian explorer claims
to have located a buried
pyramid in the heart of
Europe, in his Balkan home-
land. Semir Osmanagic, who
has spent the last 15 years
studying the pyramids of
Central and South America,
has been drawn to a pyramid-
like hill overlooking the cen-
tral Bosnian town of Visoko.

olt has all the elements: four
perfectly shaped slopes pointing
toward the cardinal points, a yat
top and an entrance complex,0 he
said. 0We have already dug out
stone blocks which | believe are
covering the pyramid. We found
a paved entrance plateau and dis-
covered underground tunnels.
You donit have to be an expert to
realize what this is.0

Osmanagic calls the new dis-

covery othe Bosnian pyramid
of the suno, a reference to the
famous pyramid at Teotihua-
can, Mexico. The hill is precisely
aligned to the cardinal directions,
and stands some 70 meters (230
feet) high. Osmanagic believes
the hill was shaped by the II-
lyrian people, who inhabited
the Balkan peninsula long be-
fore Slavic tribes conquered it
around AD 600.

(Source: news.bbc.co.uk)
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wang Woo-Suk, South
Koreais pioneer of
cloning technology, has
resigned from his official posi-
tion during landmark research
to grow human embryonic
stem cells from a cloned em-
bryo, after admitting to ethical
and scientific problems with
his research.

The respected scientist admit-
ted that junior members of the
research team donated their own
eggs, and that other women were
paid by members of his team to
supply eggs o both without his
knowledge. The donation of eggs
carries a small risk of contaminat-
ing the research results, and ethi-
cal rules forbid junior members

4 December 2005 | Sub Rosa

of teams doing so, to avoid the
possibility of coercion.

ol feel so sorry to speak about
such shameful and miserable
things to you people,6 Hwang
Woo-Suk told a press confer-
ence. 0l again sincerely apolo-
gise for having caused concern at
home and abroad.

He maintains that when two
researchers offered their eggs, he
refused to use them. However,
the junior researchers donated
their eggs under false names in
2003. Hwang says he later found
out the truth but lied about it be-
cause the women asked him to
do so to protect their privacy.

(Source: www.newscientist.com)
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An international effort to
investigate the nature of
dark energy has deter-
mined that the mysterious
force has remained con-
stant over the life of the
universe, rather than fad-
ing away as some hypoth-
eses suggest.

Scientists monitoring
earth movements in Ant-
arctica have discovered
icebergs sing. Sound waves
at a frequency of 0.5 hertz
are too low for human
ears, but playing them at
a higher speed causes the
icebergs to sound like a
swarm of bees or an or-
chestra warming up.

In July 2005 a small primate
skull was discovered in the
desert of Taplalet, near
Morocco. Named Homo
alaouite, it has since been
claimed the skull could be
as old as 360-million-years.

Star Anise, an obscure lico-
rice-yavoured spice used
in Chinese cuisine, may be
the new weapon against
Bird Flu. Star Anise is the
primary source of shikimic
acid used to produce osel-
tamivir phosphate, better
known as the brand-name
Tamiyu.

National Enquirer journal-
ist and ufologist Robert
Pratt passed away on
November 25th, aged 79.
Pratt was author of the
book Night Siege:The Hud-
son Valley UFO Sightings.

Euialahil
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n American archaeologi-
cal team led by William
Donato and organised by
Dr Greg Little has conprmed
limestone artifacts submerged in
shallow water 50 meters off the
Miami coast are the remains of an
ancient harbour.

In May 2005 the team inves-
tigated a mile-long formation of
stones, initially from the air, and
later through dives. Large blocks
of limestone arranged in circu-
lar patterns were found, spaced
at regular intervals. 0These pnds
took us by surprise,0 stated Dr.
Greg Little. 0The circles may be
similar to ancient Mediterranean
harbour mooring circles.6

A mile from this site is the con-
troversial Bimini Road, a J-shaped
underwater formation of stone
blocks, declared by many skeptics
to be a hoax. Two stone anchors
were also found in the 1800-foot-
long Bimini Road, including sev-
eral other artifacts.

00ne of these is identical to un-
usual ancient Greek anchors found
at Thera Little related. 0But the
most important pnds directly con-

tradict skeptical claims.0

Numerous multiple tiers of
blocks were discovered, including
one set of three on top of each
other. However Dr Little said
the most depnitive evidence was
found under the massive blocks.
0We found rectangular slabs of
smooth, cut stone literally stacked
under several blocks. These were
used as leveling prop stones. This
is proof that the so-called Bimini
Road was a breakwater forming
an ancient harbour.0

0While the pnds are depni-
tive,0 says Little, othe real prob-
lem is that a few skeptics wrote
articles asserting the main for-
mation was simply natural lime-
stone. A hoax was perpetrated
at Bimini by the skeptics, but you
have to examine a 1978 report
to understand it. Academic ar-
chaeologists and geologists donit
read that report. They cite later
summaries, which are based on
falsiped data. The hoax is a dis-
grace, but itis been actively sup-
ported by key people.6

(Source: I-Newswire.com)
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team of archaeologists
from Sheffield University
have revealed significant
new insights into the role of
Stonehenge after discovering a
prehistoric ceremonial road.
The new discovery proves
there was a walkway between a
henge (a circular momument) at
Durrington Walls, and the River
Avon, three miles away, blowing
a hole in the theory the stand-

ing stones at Stonehenge were a
one-off feature.

The new pnd supports the
teamis theory that Stonehenge
was in fact just one part of a much
larger complex of stone and tim-
ber circles linked by ceremonial
avenues to the river, and that itis
primary role was as a funerary
monument.

(Source: www.uforeview.net)
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Ancient stone tools found
at a site overlooking the
Mojave River Valley may
be as old as 135,000 years,
casting doubt on the Ber-
ing Strait migration theory.

Richard Carrigan, a par-
ticle physicist at the US
Fermi National Accelera-
tor Laboratory in lllinois,
believes scientists search-
ing space for signals from
extraterrestrial  civiliza-
tions are putting Earthis
security at risk, by distrib-
uting the jumble of signals
they receive to computers
all over the world.

Ancient anchors made
from acacia wood used for
Roman ships have been
found on the receding
shores of the Dead Sea,
preserved by natural salt
for more than 2000 years.

The Japanese Hayabusa
probe successfully landed
on the Itokawa asteroid
290 million kilometers
from Earth and became
the prst ever to take sam-
ples, but it has now been
hit by more technical trou-
ble, and the mission may
end in failure.

Scientists at Rutgers, the
State University of New
Jersey and collaborating in-
stitutions claim that global
ocean levels are rising twice
as fast today as they were
150 years ago, and global
warming caused by human
activities is to blame.


http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/4564477.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/health/4493011.stm

n this issue of Sub Rosa, a number of col-

umns and articles take a look at the scien-

tipc evidence for the survival of conscious-

ness after death. Though hardly a tboom
industryi, there is certainly a growing amount
of evidence and research programs which are
offering support to the hypothesis d from the
reincarnation research of Dr lan Stevenson, to
the Near-Death Experience testing being done
by Peter Fenwick, Sam Parnia,
and others.

One of the more controver-
sial areas of research has been

jubood

but that he himself fell into his errors carelessly,

willingly, and eagerly.6
The acrimonius idebatei between Dr Schwartz
and James Randi has continued over a number
of years, with both sides accusing the other of
underhandedness and of spreading untruths.
Enough, certainly, on the part of James Randi to
keep a cloud hanging over Dr Schwartzis results,
once again marginalizing any possible debate on
the question of whether these

CICIOTCTOCIOCCTEO0D mediums really do have the ability
noutooooooion

to (talk to the dead:.
Surely this is an important

the tafterlife experimentsi con- DDDDDHDD[DDDDDDDD] question, and we would all be

ducted by Dr Gary Schwartz at
the University of Arizona. Un-
der controlled laboratory con-
ditions, Schwartz tested high-
prople mediums to see if they
were able to make contact with

Hoobootl
JHoCooooomos
| MY

served by a far more compre-
hensive discussion on the mer-
its of the research. It is hard to
fault Dr Schwartz, as his replies
to Randiis accusations have been
well thought out, calm responses

ithe beyqndf) and ascer'gajn priN- DD D D D DDDD[D DHD DH on a point-by-point basi's. But
vate details of selected {sitters. D D D D]D D D D D D D DUDDU sadly, all Randi has to do is pub-

His conclusion, astoundingly,
was that they could.

Soon after, Schwartz pub-
lished a book, titled The Af-
terlife Experiments, which de-
scribed the history and thinking behind this set
of tests. Needless to say, high-prople media
skeptics/cynics such as James Randi were not
impressed. Indeed, what followed was a series
of vicious attacks from Randi via his weekly In-
ternet newsletter for the James Randi Educa-
tional Foundation (JREF). He labelled Schwartz
a believer in the Tooth Fairy, a self-promoter
who had been odeceived by clever performers,

6 December 2005 | Sub Rosa

licly rebuke the research and the

TO0TO0I0000I00I0; - debate is automatically stiyed.
I

Unfortunately this is now a sit-
uation likely to deteriorate, rath-
er than improve, after a surpris-
ing statement appeared recently on the website
of the medium du jour, Allison Dubois. Dubois,
who has a hit television series based on her life
(Medium, starring Patricia Arquette), has taken
offence at a new book by Dr Schwartz which fo-
cuses on his lab work with her (titled The Truth
About Medium). Dubois 8 whom Dr Schwartz
has previously dubbed a iMichael Jordani of psy-
chics d has disavowed any endorsement or con-

nection to the new book:

| was warned that when you become a public
bgure that people will come out of the woodwork
to propt from you. Well | guess 1im no exception.
One person who has been included on shows with
me that | do not endorse is Dr. Gary Schwartz. |
was disappointed to pnd out that the four years
that | spent in the lab for dscienced are, in my
view, being misused by Dr. Schwartz o even after
| expressed my disapproval . . .

. Participating in lab studies with Dr.
Schwartz was never to be a for-propt venture. |
always understood that we were participating in
scientipc studies to help us and the world gain a
better understanding of our abilities...| was prom-
ised complete conpdentiality and anonymity in
how Dr. Schwartz and the University would re-
port the results of these studies.

... What | do is not a carnival sideshow
attraction, nor a morning tea leaf reading. So
please donit confuse other peopleis attempts to
propt from the gifts of mediums like myself . . .
as having our endorsement. (from http://www.al-
lisondubois.com/news.html)

This statement will surely be grist to the mill for
skeptics such as Randi, enabling them to throw
further doubts over Schwartzis trustworthiness
by labelling him a propteer, and likely sounding
a virtual death knell for any acceptance of the
tafterlife experimentsi,

Should Dubois have made a public state-
ment, considering the difpculties already facing
afterlife research in establishing credibility? On
the one hand, itis difpcult to fault her 0 after
all, if mediums are seeking credibility then one
would expect to hear the truth from them, no
matter even if they are attacking one of their
greatest supporters. Additionally, if she was
promised complete conpdentiality, then she
has every right to complain about being the fo-
cus of the new book. Alternatively, some might
question Duboisi claim of not being a icarnival
sideshowi, considering she seems very happy to
have a television series based on her life? A re-
cent response to her claims by Dr Schwartz (see
http://veritas.arizona.edu/TRUTH) has
also thrown further doubts over her account.

Perhaps before going public some greater

effort should have been made to resolve the
dispute? Dr Schwartzis research is probably the
only thing which currently gives mediums any
scientipc respectability, so publicly rebuking the
author of those experiments is not going to help
with credibility d either the researcher canit be
trusted, or his top medium canit be trusted. An-
ybody interested in research into ffringei topics
knows the delicate line being walked between
honest exploration, and the minepeld of public
perception . . . a few negative sentences can pro-
vide enough ammunition to destroy the good
work of months of meticulous research. Randi
must be a very happy man at the moment . . .

— e ———————

Q000

Greg Taylor is the owner/editor of
the online alternative news portal,
The Daily Grail, and is also the editor
of Sub Rosa Magazine. He is inter-
- ested and widely read in topics that
challenge the orthodox worldview,
from alternative history to the mys-
teries of human consciousness.

Greg currently resides in Brisbane,
Australia, and has recently published
his prst book. The Guide To The Solo-
mon Key is a guidebook to the eso-
teric history and locations likely to be
included in Dan Brownis next book,
The Solomon Key.

ThetGuide To
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Find out more . . .

http://solomon.dailygrail.com [ZURL

o
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ack in January an episode from a BBC2
series called 0Tribed documented an-
thropologist Bruce Parryis initiation into
—l the shamanic Babongo tribe of Gabon, a
process which required him to ingest a consider-
able quantity of a paste made from the roots of
the plant tabernanthe iboga. He explained that an
early part of the experience involved him being
transported back in time to specipc situations in
which he had caused hurt or offence to others,
and vividly reliving them by swapping places and
thereby becoming acutely aware of the effects
of his actions. You can imagine how fascinated
| was by this revelation. Here

UL

newed interest in the research of Rick Strass-
man. So | sat down to read DMT: The Spirit
Molecule with high hopes.

Unfortunately by the end these hopes had
been somewhat dashed, and | wondered if | had
been reading the same book as everyone else.
Because far from being the spiritual panacea that
Strassman had hoped, it appears that the psych-
edelic doses of intravenous DMT he adminis-
tered to sixty patients in his study fell well short
of his expectations. Only three of them had
otranspersonal6 experiences @ although none of
these contained any signipcant spiritual insights

0 and in his follow-up none of

was Parry describing exactly the Nuooiooomn his sixty subjects seemed to
same oOlife-reviewo experience as have had a sufpciently dramat-
that of near-death and interlife paini ) ic experience, whatever their
regression subjects & which is a N0000000000: feelings at the time, that it ben-
key element of rational spiritual- 1 epted them in any long-term or
ityythat | describe elsewﬁlere in nobboobboooon cgnclusively spir)i/tual gway. Of
thisI issue o rightI down to the  [I[I[10[ [ CICTEILTICIEEIL] courﬁe, this Iis in fs.tarll<< con:)rast
orole-swapping6 element. - to the results of taking iboga

Further research revealed HbOomooinnnbom 0 and of having near-death or
that this is a universally recog- L0100 interlife experiences. In fact the

nised aspect of taking iboga or

its synthesised derivative ibogaine that is nev-
ertheless unique to this psychedelic 8 which
is why it holds out such promise from a spir-
itual and therapeutic perspective. And it was in
this context that | agreed to give a talk about
psychedelics at a major conference in London
at the beginning of November. But it was only
a few weeks beforehand that | was able to give
this my full attention, and this coincided with
the launch of Graham Hancockis new book,
Supernatural 8 one of the side effects being re-

8 December 2005 | Sub Rosa

majority of Strassmanis subjects
encountered nonterrestrial realms populated
either by oalienso or oelvesd, which are so typi-
cal of western, non-shamanic psychedelica. So,
despite their apparently non-transcendent na-
ture, did these experiences at least have some
objective validity & or were they largely subjec-
tive projections?

Lesser-known research conducted by John
Kent, the author of a soon-to-be published
book called Psychedelic Information Theory,
suggests the former. Kent has deliberately ex-

perimented with psychedelics and other altered
states of consciousness for nearly two decades,
and in particular has repeatedly taken DMT. He
reports that he gradually learnt to control the
experience by making the entities appear and
disappear, and that as hard as he tried he could
not opress them into giving up some non-tran-
sient feature that would conprm at least a ru-
dimentary autonomous existence beyond my
own imagination . . . the data that was given up
was always relevant only to me.6

By contrast, researchers such as Mircea
Eliade and Jeremy Narby have shown that in
a genuinely shamanic context such entities, of-
ten in their more traditional animal-plant-hu-
man hybrid form, do have a genuine objective
validity & because they have informed tribal
shamans about combinations of two or more
plant constituents that create a variety of suc-
cessful cures for myriad health complaints,
which are way beyond the statistical likeli-
hood of mere chance or trial and error. In-
terlife regression subjects suggest that these
are oelementalsé and onature spiritsé who are
responsible for guarding the various mineral,
vegetable and animal life forms on our planet.
But they also suggest that they inhabit merely
the astral realms of earth, rather than the ethe-
real realms that are the true spiritual home
of all souls, and from which interlife regres-
sion subjects obtain their profound spiritual
insights and wisdom.

| have not so far mentioned the profound
insights into the underlying workings and es-
sential unity of the ounseen universeo that are
a universal feature of all psychedelic experi-
ences. These seem not to be orealm-depend-
ento, and to be validated by modern science.
Moreover, Jeremy Narby has suggested to me
that natural substances such as ayahuasca, pe-
yote and magic mushrooms produce far more
spiritually insightful and profound experiences
than their synthesised counterparts. So | do not
wish to underestimate the power and poten-
tial of psychedelic experiences in general. But
| also think we should be careful not to over-
estimate them. Bearing that in mind, | would
suggest that we should continue to question
whether they involve the merely astral or the

000000

lan Lawton was born in 1959. Formerly
a chartered accountant and IT consult-
ant, he turned his back on the commer-
cial world in his mid-thirties to become
a full-time writer-researcher on ancient
civilizations, esoterica and spirituality.
His prst two books, Giza: The Truth and
Genesis Unveiled, were published by Vir=
gin and have sold over 30,000 copies
worldwide, gaining widespread acclaim
for their scholarly balancing of the best
of orthodox and alternative thinking.
His most recent work, The Book of the

Soul: Rational Spirituality for the Twenty-
First Century, is available direct from his
website at www.ianlawton.com, or
via Amazon UK. [ZURL

genuinely ethereal realms; and, even in the ap-
parently rare case of the latter, to what extent
they provide more general insights and objec-
tive, veripable information over and above that
which relates only to our own personal, spir-
itual growth. Iboga in particular may hold some
wonderful potential in this regard d but so, of
course, does interlife regression.

[Note that further information and sources are
available in my paper Psychedelic Experiences in
a Rational Spiritual Context at www.ianlawton.
com/bosmisc3.htm. & |
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just arrived in Paris to pnish a book
when | got word of my motheris death.
A compelling coincidence Ait was a book
on what happens to us after we die.
The perennial mystery | was writing about
suddenly got very personal. Intimate images
of the one who packed my lunch, buttoned
my collar, and sent me off to grade school
bubbled up in my mindis eye.
In the crowd of my
thoughts, the cold word nev-
er tussled with a wistful may-

loved ones are busy watching over us or at
least blissing out in heaven. | can see why
some people might cringe at such talk; after
all, America has gone from hell-and-brimstone
sermonizing to todayis TV preachments of
easy new age paradise for all. Neither view, in

my opinion, is very credible.
Does that mean we have to bite the bullet of
scientipc materialism and give up the belief that
something in us survives death?

. - In my search for answers, | was
D DDD DDDD[DD |:| D surprised to pnd that for over a

be. In other words, was that DDHDDDDDD D[[DDD[ century a steady trickle of sci-

it? Of course, before modern
science, most people believed
in a life beyondbut what
about today?

Toward the end of her life,
| had the sad experience of
being greeted by Mom as if |
were a total stranger. Demen-
tia had robbed her memory.
oMom, itis meAyour son,0 lid

say. Sheid look away or give DDDDD

me a blank stare.

My sick mother losing her memory would
seem to prove there is no life after death; for
as our brains go, so must our personalities.
We may not like it, but science today pretty
much sees the afterlife as a case of Freudian
wish fulplliment and reduces our souls to the
stuff we see in PET scans and MRIs. The ghost
has been exorcised from the machine.

And yet, the old belief in a soul beyond
the brain more than lingers on. Itis hard to
avoid popular mediums like John Edward and
Sylvia Browne conpdently declaring that our
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entists have been collecting re-
ports suggesting that some peo-
ple do survive death.

The picture | get from this

stantly gratifying. In fact, what it
shows is that if there is a Onextd

And whatis more, with a little

luck, almost anybody might catch

a glimpse.
And yet, for dubious reasons neither main-
stream science nor mainstream religion seem
to care about this ray of real light on the mys-
tery. A signipcant source of knowledge on one
of the basic experiences none of us can avoid
having is ignored, played down, or dismissed
with contempt. | can see no good reason why
this should be so.

Maybe itis time to outgrow onew age6 fan-
tasy d and scientipc bias 0 and look at some of
the often-stunning facts. Psychologists since
William James and Carl Jung took them seri-
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ously. So do small but qualiped university en-
claves around the world today. The challenge
is real and the strange experiences wonit
go away. Scholars and scientists 0 it began
in England & have been piling up reports of
hauntings, apparitions, and mediumship. And
there are the reincarnation studies of Dr. lan
Stevenson and the near-death research of
Dr. Bruce Greyson, both at the University of
Virginia. Unfortunately, the impact of all this
work has yet to be felt by the general public.

| found that resistance to it comes in many
forms. 6Could science help us solve the riddle
of the afterlifed | asked a distinguished Chris-
tian minister. 0That would degrade the value
of faith,0 he replied. A serious ecologist got
angry with me when | posed the same ques-
tion. oFiddling while Rome burns,6 he huffed.
A neurologist smiled and declared that the
soul was the brain d end of discussion. | asked
a colleague who liked to yirt with the afterlife
idea if he wanted my extra copy of a good
book on the subject. His reply: 0A book? Just
words! 8 just words!é Later, he was candid
enough to admit he was too frightened of
death to try to think about it clearly.

By the way, it didnit happen to my Mom,
but some people with Alzheimeris, or demen-
tia, do recover their memories, and they light
up with their old personalities d just before
they die. So the soul spark isnit necessarily
destroyed by the sick brain. The wire may
be impaired but someone is still at the other

Ri{aiin

Michael Grosso is a teacher, author,
and painter, whose interests span
psychical research, metaphysical art,
the parapsychology of religion, and,
primarily, philosophy. He received his
Ph.D. in philosophy, and studied clas- _
sical Greek, at Columbia University.
He has published books on topics
ranging from life after death to the
mythologies of endtime.

He presently lives in Charlottes-
ville, Virginia, where he is afpliated
with the Division of Personality
Studies of UVA. Michaelis most re- #
cent book is titled Experiencing the
Next World Now, which surveys the
evidence for life after death and
shows how personal experience
can convince you it is real.

Michael Grosso, P
CRER S !

h.D.
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Experiencing
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Amazon US [ZURL

Amazon UK [ZURL
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end of the line.

| think we owe it to ourselves to keep an
open mind about these unexplained recov-
eries 0 and they are only the tip of an ice-
berg of puzzling stories. We are entitled to
keep the door open on the enigma of death.
And Shakespeare was right 8 there are more
things in heaven and earth than are dreamt of
in mainstream philosophy.
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“A guidebook for the adventure that nobody can refuse.

Michael Grosso, Ph.D.

iERE
‘A daring new vision of consciousness i '
is currently taking shape, in which the
mind transcends the physical brain
and body...Dr. Michael Grosso is one
of the leading architects of this new
paradigm...”
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- Larry Dossey M.D.

Michael Grosso, Ph.D.
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Adam S Miller, visionary artist
I am devoted to engaging the mysteries.
I intend to inform and inspire my audience towards further positive and integral evolution.
My artistic skills include drawing, painting, digital art & design, video editing and special effects.
I would love to illustrate for your project and am also available for private commission.
ofgcial website: corpuscallosum.cc
web gallery: corpuscallosum.deviantart.com

email: corpuscallosum.cc@gmail.com

My work can be found in this issue of Sub Rosa on the following pages: 26, 54 & 66
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UTORFIA IN

AMERICA

BY GREG TAYLOR

Many American politicians and evangelists claim a Christian
birthright for the United States. In reality the Founding Fathers
were not only ambivalent about (organisedi Christianity, but in

some cases were even hostile to it, and were more likely striving to
create a Masonic Utopia free from the constraints of the Church.
This little-known fact is likely to play a large part in Dan Brownis
next novel, iThe Solomon Keys.

n the 18th September, 1793, the prst
President of the United States took
part in a Masonic ceremony to ofp-
e Cially mark the beginning of the con-
struction of the Capitol in Washington, D.C.
Wearing his own Masonic apron, George
Washington marched to the site with mem-
bers of a number of local Freemasonry lodges,
and then descended into the construction pit
which housed the cornerstone of the build-
ing. Washington placed a silver plate upon
the cornerstone, and then made the stand-
ard Masonic tofferingsi of corn, wine and oil.
The Masonic tools carried by Washington on
this momentous day are still held at a lodge in

the District of Columbia.

To many of us today, it seems strange that
such an important day in the history of the
United States of America would have such an
overtly Masonic theme. However, this may well
be a topic that will soon leap into the public con-
sciousness, as it is likely that best-selling author
Dan Brown will explore the topic in his next
book, The Solomon Key. Brown is on record as
saying the upcoming Robert Langdon novel is
on the topic of Freemasonry and oexplores the
hidden history of our nationis capital.0 No doubt
a large part of this thidden historyi will consist
of the Hermetic blend of Masonic, Rosicru-
cian, and Utopian thinking which was prevalent
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Deism is a religious philosophy grounded
In the idea that any belief in iGodi should
be through the human powers of reason,
rather than divine revelation and supposed
miracles. It gained strong currency in the
18th century subsequent to the Enlighten-
ment, as scientism took root in European
intellectual life. New discoveries, such as
Newtonian physics, appeared to support
the idea that the Universe behaves in a
mathematically predictable ways, which
could be understood by applying reason
and logic.

The best understanding we can have
of the Deism of the Founding Fathers is
through the words of one of them, Tho-
mas Paine:

When the divine gift of reason begins to
expand itself in the mind and calls man to
reflection, he then reads and contemplates
God and His works, and not in the books
pretending to be revelation. The creation is
the Bible of the true believer in God. Every-
thing in this vast volume inspires him with
sublime ideas of the Creator. The little and
paltry, and often obscene, tales of the Bible
sink into wretchedness when put in com-
parison with this mighty work.

The Deist needs none of those tricks and
shows called miracles to confirm his faith,
for what can be a greater miracle than the
creation itself, and his own existence? In
Deism our reason and our belief become
happily united. The wonderful structure of
the universe, and everything we behold in
the system of the creation, prove to us, far
better than books can do, the existence
of a God, and at the same time proclaim
His attributes. It is by the exercise of our
reason that we are enabled to contemplate
God in His works, and imitate Him in His
ways. When we see His care and goodness
extended over all His creatures, it teaches
us our duty toward each other, while it calls

December 2005 | Sub Rosa

forth our gratitude to Him.

As priestcraft was always the enemy of
knowledge, because priestcraft supports
itself by keeping people in delusion and ig-
norance, it was consistent with its policy
to make the acquisition of knowledge a
real sin.

This classical Deism has the Universe be-
ing created by a God who then withdraws
and does not interfere in its affairs. Paine
described this philosophy using the anal-
ogy of a watchmaker:

When we see a watch, we have as positive
evidence of the existence of a watchmaker,
as if we saw him; and in like manner the
creation is evidence to our reason and our
senses of the existence of a Creator. But
there is nothing in the works of God that is
evidence that He begat a son, nor anything
in the system of creation that corroborates
such an idea, and, therefore, we are not
authorized in believing it.

This move from revelation towards rea-
son was triggered by the Rosicrucian phi-
losophy, and found its prst genuine ex-
pression in the dlnvisible Colleged (which
evolved into the Royal Society) in Eng-
land. Founded by Rosicrucian and Masonic
thinkers, this group literally gave birth
to modern science. This combination of
Deist, Masonic and scientipc thinking can
also be found in the Founding Fathers,
perhaps most obviously in the pgure of
Benjamin Franklin.

It is bemusing to think that despite the
modern view of America as a iChristiani
nation, some of its greatest statesmen and
leaders were actually Deists. This belief
was not only restricted to the Founding Fa-
thers such as Franklin, Washington, Jeffer-
son and Paine 8 Abraham Lincoln was also
an adherent to the philosophy of Deism.
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throughout the European intelligentsia during
the 17th and 18th centuries, and which appears
to have found its way to the shores of America
and played a crucial role in the founding of the
United States of America.

The idea that the United States may have
been founded as a iMasonic Republici based on
Utopian ideals is not a new one. In 1897, an
American army ofpcer named Charles Totten
wrote oOthere are mysteries connected with
the birth of this Republico. Totten had been
investigating the strange iconography of the
Great Seal of the United States, and through
his research became convinced that the birth
of the American nation could be related to the
Utopian vision of the Englishman Sir Francis Ba-
con, which he described in 1626 in his allegori-
cal novel The New Atlantis. The esoteric author
Manly P. Hall also claimed in his book The Secret
Destiny of America that Bacon himself had de-
cided that the Utopian dream could be realized
in North America.

Historian Ron Heisler suggests another link
between Utopian visions in Europe, and the
new colony in America. Heisler discovered that
the German occultist 8 and staunch Rosicru-
cian 0 Michael Maier was in close contact with
a number of individuals connected with the Vir-
ginia Company. This group of wealthy individu-
als had been granted a royal charter by James |
in 1606, giving them virtually unlimited power
of government in the New World colony. This
charter had been drafted by none other than
Sir Francis Bacon. Heisler believes that Maieris
well-known alchemical tract Atalanta Fugiens

omay have been deeply inspired by the Utopian
vision of America.6

American scholar Donald R. Dickson pro-
vides yet another link between the Utopian
dreamers and the Virginian settlement in his
book The Tessera of Antilia. Dicksonis investi-
gations uncovered the existence of a Utopian
fraternity known as Antiliai, which counted Val-
entin Andreae 8 the author of the original Ros-
icrucian documents & among its participants.
Inspired by both the Rosicrucian tracts as well
as the writings of Sir Francis Bacon, this broth-
erhood at one point contemplated emigrating
en masse to Virginia in order to found their
Utopian society.

Why were these groups so set on a ifresh
starti in the New World? The answer lies in
the two dominant powers which dominated Eu-
rope at the time & the Church and the mon-
archies. Renaissance thinking, secret societies,

Washington Monument
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and the printing press all posed new and grow-
ing threats to those in power. New scientipc
discoveries, such as Copernicusi heliocentric
model of the Solar System and Newtonis phys-
ics, were challenging not only the authority of
the Church but also Godis place in the cosmos.
Secret societies d even semi-mythical ones such
as the Rosicrucians 8 bravely raised new ideas
and challenged the status quo. Scientism gave
birth to Deism, which stood in sharp contrast
to Christianity with its view that reason, rather
than revelation, should be the basis of any be-
lief in God, and that God would not intervene
in his creation. As the Enlightenment dawned,
many intellectuals found themselves as virtual
heretics when compared with the religions, phi-
losophies and governments which controlled
European society.

Such was the breeding ground for ideas of
a Utopian nation where freedom of religious
thought and personal philosophy would be tol-
erated, and where government would be dem-
ocratic and for the good of the people. Many
Utopians, such as the great educator Comenius,
dreamt of a society where men of opposing phi-

George Washingtonis Masonic Apron
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losophies could still work together in the great-
est quest of all d the search for knowledge. This
pan-sophist philosophy had been enunciated
very early on in Baconis The New Atlantis, where
a group known as the (House of Solomoni was
comprised of philosopher-priests united in this
very goal. In Baconis Utopian allegory, we pnd
evidence of many of the philosophies perse-
cuted in Europe: Rosicrucianism, Freemasonry,
Utopian thinking and scientism. We pnd a simi-
lar combination in the life of one of Americals
Founding Fathers, Benjamin Franklin.

Jotioiuooooom

The prst documented evidence referring to
Freemasonry in America was printed in The
Pennsylvania Gazette in 1730, a journal pro-
duced by Benjamin Franklin. He was gifted with
an enormous array of talents d besides being a
journalist and author, Franklin is also remem-
bered as an inyuential scientist and political
statesman. To complement his reputation as
one of the great scientists of the 18th Centu-
ry, he invented two common devices still used
today 0 the lightning rod and bifocal specta-
cles. He is also the only Founding Father who
is a signatory to the three foundation docu-
ments of the United States: the Declaration
of Independence, the Treaty of Paris and the
United States Constitution.

Benjamin Franklin was also a Freemason
and a Deist. He was initiated as a Freemason in
February 1731, and rose to the rank of Provin-
cial Grand Master of Pennsylvania by 1734. As
a publisher, he was in a unique position to aid
the cause of Freemasonry in the New World.
He published Andersonis Book of Constitutions,
the authoritative Masonic document, in 1734.
In 1756 he was inducted into the Royal Society
in England, which we have seen was heavily Ma-
sonic and perhaps Rosicrucian in nature. And

in 1778, while in France, he was initiated into
the highly inyuential Neuf Soeurs (iNine Sistersi)
lodge in Paris, which would boast Voltaire, La-
fayette, Court de Gebelin and numerous insti-
gators of the French Revolution as members.

Manly P. Hall, in The Secret Destiny of Amer-
ica, claims that Benjamin Franklin was part of
the iOrder of the Questi, the secret move-
ment to construct a Utopian democracy in the
New World:

Men bound by a secret oath to labor in the cause
of world democracy decided that in the American
colonies they would plant the roots of a new way
of life...Benjamin Franklin exercised an enormous
psychological inyuence in Colonial politics as the
appointed spokesman of the unknown philoso-
phers; he did not make laws, but his words be-
came law.

N

Franklin had been a Freemason for almost pfty

years by the time he signed the Declaration of
Independence. He was not, however, the only
Freemason involved in the Founding of the
United States. As we have already noted above,
George Washington was most depnitely a Free-
mason. The commander-in-chief of the colonial
armies during the American Revolutionary War
was initiated into the lodge at Fredericksburg
on the 4th of November 1752. He was iraisedi
as a Master Mason only a year later. In 1777 he
was offered the position of Grand Master of
the planned Grand Lodge of the United States,
but he declined (quite ironically) on the basis
that he was not qualiped for such a high ofpce.

There is little doubt that Washington would
have been more than capable of plling this posi-
tion @ his refusal to accept was based more on
a genuine modesty which remained in evidence
throughout his life. He refused to be paid for his
military service, and left the room when John
Adams recommended him for the position of
commander-in-chief of the Continental Army.
Despite accepting the post, Washington told
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the Continental Congress that he was unwor-
thy of the honor. He was also reluctant to be
seen using his power as President of the United
States. Thomas Jefferson wrote of him:

The moderation and virtue of a single character
probably prevented this Revolution from being
closed, as most others have been, by a subversion
of that liberty it was intended to establish.

In 1788, the year before becoming the prst
President of the United States, Washington
did become Master of the Alexandria lodge in
Washington, D.C., today known as the Alex-
andria Washington Lodge No. 22. The lodge
became the site of the George Washington Ma-
sonic Memorial in 1932, a huge Masonic land-
mark modeled on the ancient Lighthouse of Al-
exandria in Egypt, the (Pharosi.

Despite attending church services with his
wife, Washington held philosophical and reli-
gious views which suggest that he, like Franklin,
was a Deist. He would regularly leave services
before communion, a habit which moved Rever-
end Dr. James Abercrombie to compose a ser-
mon scolding those in high positions for setting
a bad example with their church attendance.

Washington responded by ceasing to turn
up at all. When Rev. Abercrombie was asked
about Washingtonis religious views later in
life, he simply replied: 0Sir, Washington was
a Deist.0

JooObiotoidootd

Deism links not only Franklin and Washington,
but also Thomas Jefferson as well d although
the available evidence suggests that he was not
a Freemason. Jefferson created his own person-
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al Bible from the New Testament, by omitting
the supernatural sections and leaving only the
philosophical teachings intact. This uniqgue com-
pilation became known as the iJefferson Biblej
0 in the early 1900s approximately 2,500 copies
were printed for the United States Congress.

While historians point out that there is no
evidence to tie Thomas Jefferson ofpcially to any
Masonic organization, it is a matter of fact that
he had great sympathy for the cause. In a letter
to Bishop James Madison in 1800, Jefferson re-
layed his thoughts on Adam Weishaupt and his
[lluminati. In what amounts to a defense of both
Masonry and Weishauptis llluminati, against the
conspiracy charges laid by the writers Barruel
and Robison, Jeffersonis allegiances clearly lie
with the Utopian and Masonic ideals rather than
Church and monarchies:

[Weishaupt] is among those . . . who believe in
the indepnite perfectibility of man. He thinks he
may in time be rendered so perfect that he will
be able to govern himself in every circumstance
S0 as to injure none, to do all the good he can,
to leave government no occasion to exercise their
powers over him . . . Weishaupt believes that to
promote this perfection of the human character
was the object of Jesus Christ. That his intention
was simply to reinstate natural religion, and by
diffusing the light of his morality, to teach us to
govern ourselves. His precepts are the love of god
& love of our neighbor. And by teaching innocence
of conduct, he expected to place men in their
natural state of liberty and equality. He says, no
one ever laid a surer foundation for liberty than
our grand master, Jesus of Nazareth. He believes
the Free Masons were originally possessed of the
true principles and objects of Christianity, and
have still preserved some of them by tradition,
but much dispgured.

. As Weishaupt lived under the tyranny of
a despot and priests, he knew that caution was
necessary even in spreading information, and the
principles of pure morality. He proposed therefore
to lead the Free masons to adopt this object and
to make the objects of their institution the diffu-
sion of science & virtue . . . This has given an air
of mystery to his views, was the foundation of his
banishment, the subversion of the Masonic order,
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and is the color for the ravings against him of Robi-
son, Barruel and Morse, whose real fears are that
the craft would be endangered by the spreading of
information, reason and natural morality among
men...if Weishaupt had written here, where no se-
crecy is necessary in our endeavors to render men
wise and virtuous, he would not have thought of
any secret machinery for that purpose.

Jefferson was the primary author of the Decla-
ration of Independence, and as well as being the
third President of the United States also served
at various times as Vice-President, Secretary
of State and ambassador to France. During
his travels to France he accompanied his good
friend Benjamin Franklin to the iNine Sistersi
Masonic lodge. Many of his closest associates
and conpdantes were Freemasons.
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Thomas Paine is yet another Founding Father
who held strong Deist views. Born and bred in
England, Paine didnit move to the colonies until
his late thirties, only a matter of years before
the Declaration of Independence. He emigrated
on the advice of Benjamin Franklin, whom he
had met in London. Barely a year after arriving,
he published the massively inyuential Common
Sense on January 10th 1776, which is said to
have sold more than 600,000 copies in a popu-
lation of only three million. His words inspired
George Washington to seek the route of in-
dependence from Great Britain, and Thomas
Jefferson partly based the Declaration of Inde-
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pendence upon Painels statements. Paine also
has the honor of being the person to suggest
the name of the United States of America.

This revolutionary thinker was sentenced
in absentia in Great Britain for sedition, and
despite his support for the French Revolution
in his Rights of Man, was imprisoned and sen-
tenced to death by the revolutionaries for argu-
ing against the execution of Louis XVI. Miracu-
lously, his life was spared when the executioner
marked his door incorrectly. Many Americans
would be surprised to know that the man who
coined the name of the United States, and had
such a profound impact upon its independence,
had strong feelings against Christianity. In his
Age of Reason he wrote:

The opinions | have advanced...are the effect of
the most clear and long-established conviction
that the Bible and the Testament are impositions
upon the world, that the fall of man, the account
of Jesus Christ being the Son of God, and of his
dying to appease the wrath of God, and of salva-
tion by that strange means, are all fabulous in-

George Washington National Masonic Memorial
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ventions, dishonorable to the wisdom and power
of the Almighty; that the only true religion is De-
ism, by which I then meant, and mean now, the
belief of one God, and an imitation of his moral
character, or the practice of what are called mor-
al virtues.

There is no direct evidence that Paine was a
Freemason. However, after his death an es-
say was published, said to be a chapter from
Part 11l of Age of Reason, titled 0The Origins of
Freemasonry6. Whatever his ofpcial status was,
Paine certainly had access to information about
the Craft:

The Entered Apprentice knows but little more of
Masonry than the use of signs and tokens, and
certain steps and words by which Masons can rec-
ognize each other without being discovered by a
person who is not a Mason. The Fellow Craft is
not much better instructed in Masonry, than the
Entered Apprentice. It is only in the Master Ma-
sonis Lodge, that whatever knowledge remains of
the origin of Masonry is preserved and concealed.

Paine believed that Masonry had a different ori-
gin than is stated in the myths of the Craft. He
promoted his own view that Freemasonry was
derived from the remnants of the Druidic reli-
gion, which was the most recent culture to bear
a line of mystical knowledge which also passed
through the hands of the Romans, Greeks, Egyp-
tians and Chaldeans. And ultimately, according
to Paine, Masonry was based on the worship of
the heavens, and in particular, the Sun.

Paine claimed that the veil of secrecy which
Masons worked under was in order to avoid
persecution by the religion which took over the
worship of the Sun & Christianity:

The natural source of secrecy is fear. When any
new religion over-runs a former religion, the pro-
fessors of the new become the persecutors of
the old. We see this in all instances that history
brings before us . . . when the Christian religion
over-ran the religion of the Druids in Italy, ancient
Gaul, Britain, and Ireland, the Druids became the
subject of persecution. This would naturally and
necessarily oblige such of them as remained at-
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tached to their original religion to meet in secret,
and under the strongest injunctions of secrecy...
from the remains of the religion of the Druids,
thus preserved, arose the institution which, to
avoid the name of Druid, took that of Mason,
and practiced under this new name the rites and
ceremonies of Druids.

Paineils enmity against Christianity has meant
that to a large extent, his role in the independ-
ence of the United States has been swept un-
der the proverbial carpet. Theodore Roosevelt
inaccurately called Paine 0a dirty little atheistd
(being a Deist, Paine certainly did believe in a
supreme being), and in 1925 Thomas Edison
conceded that oif Paine had ceased his writ-
ings with The Rights of Man he would have
been hailed today as one of the two or three
outstanding pgures of the Revolution . . . The
Age of Reason cost him glory at the hands of
his countrymen.6

We have seen that a number of the Found-
ing Fathers of the United States were ambiva-
lent, if not downright hostile, towards Christi-
anity. A strong thread of Deism runs through
the ranks of the inyuential personalities involved
in Americais independence. But stronger still is
the presence of Freemasonry. Not only were
many of the Founding Fathers initiates of the
Craft, but also numerous generals in the Con-
tinental Army, as well as other individuals who
loom large in the drive for independence, such
as the Frenchman Gilbert Lafayette.

This young idealistic French aristocrat took
the position of Major-General in the Continen-
tal Army, with the request that he not be paid
for his service, at the grand age of 19. His ex-
emplary service for the yedgling United States
earned him the respect of George Washington,
whom he thereafter held as a life-long friend.
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Lafayette also spent time with Benjamin Frank-
lin in Paris, where they were both members of
the o Nine Sistersi Masonic lodge 0 in fact, each
supported an arm of the aged Voltaire as he was
inducted into the inyuential organization. Lafay-
ettels prominence in the Revolutionary War
has led to approximately four hundred public
places and streets in the United States being
named after him. It is said that when Ameri-
can troops liberated Paris in the First World
War, Colonel C. E. Stanton 0 on behalf of the
U.S. General John Perching, a 33rd Degree
Freemason 0 stood before Lafayetteis tomb on
the 4th of July 1917, proclaiming oLafayette, we
are here!d

One of the legendary moments in the move
towards independence was the iBoston Tea
Partyd. On the night of the 16th of December
1773, a group of Boston locals protesting the
importation of duty-free tea from the East In-
dia Tea Company, boarded the merchant ship
Dartmouth and dumped its entire cargo of tea
into the harbor. While devoid of bloodshed,
this incident marked the beginning of the Revo-
lution, as it ignited colonial passions against the
strictures and impositions of the parliament of
Great Britain. What is unknown to many is that
at least twelve members of the local Masonic
lodge were involved in the Boston Tea Party
d including the patriot Paul Revere & and at least
another twelve of the participants subsequently
joined it.

Manly Hallis The Secret Destiny of America
claims that the creation of the United States
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was the prime goal of the iOrder of the Quests,
a secret society composed of intellectuals and
philosophers which had survived from ancient
times. Hall says that the creation of the United
States was a step towards the ultimate aim of a
worldwide democracy:

All these groups [Knights of the Holy Grail, Christian
and Jewish Cabalists, Rosicrucians, the Illuminati]
belong to what is called The Order of the Quest. All
were searching for one and the same thing under a
variety of rituals and symbols. That one thing was
a perfected social order, Platois commonwealth,
the government of the philosopher-king.

It is difpcult to reconcile this history with the
modern mythology spread by American politi-
cians and evangelists that the United States is a
ichosen landi for Christianity. In truth, its found-
ers were largely non-Christian, indeed even
anti-Christian, who took more from Freema-
sonry and Rosicrucian thinking than any other
philosophy. At the heart of the founding of the
United States was the deep and abiding desire
to create a new land where the tyrannies of re-
ligion and government & such as the intolerance
of opposing views & were largely kept in check.
One can only wonder at what the Founding Fa-
thers might think of the United States at the
beginning of the 21st century.
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Greg Taylor is the author of The
Guide to Dan Brownis The Solomon
Key, which previews the topics in Dan
Brownis next book such as the inyu-
ence of Freemasonry on the founding
of the United States More informa-
tion about the book can be found at
solomon.dailygrail.com. [ URL

Greg is also the editor of the popu-
lar internet portal 0The Daily Grail6
(www.dailygrail.com), and is the
editor-in-chief of Sub Rosa (subrosa.
dailygrail.com). [Z0RL
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lex Grey is one of the most well
known visionary artists in the
world. In the mid 1970s he had a
el Series of entheogenically-induced
mystical experiences which transformed
his view of the world, from agnostic exis-
tentialism to a radical transcendentalism.
Since that time, he has painted some of
the most recognizable and inspiring sacred
art of recent decades. His art has graced
the cover of TOOLis Lateralus album, and
Rick Strassmanis book DMT: The Spirit

Molecule. Alexis large-format art book,
Sacred Mirrors: The Visionary Art of Alex

Grey has sold over one hundred thousand
copies, an astounding number for an art
book. In recent years he has focused on the
construction of the oChapel of Sacred Mir-
rorsd, a long-term exhibition of pfty of his
works of transformative art, which opened
in 2004 in New York City. Alex lives in New
York with his wife, the painter Allyson Grey,
and their daughter, the actor Zena Grey.

lllustration by Adam Scott Miller




